12      CHARACTERS   OF   THE    REFORMATION
But the true author of the great change which
comes with Elizabeth and gains strength as her
long reign proceeds, was a man of exceptional
genius, William Cecil. He it was who, with
Philip of Spain, put Elizabeth on the throne and
ruled in her name. He saw that his new wealth
was in danger so long as Catholicism remained
strong in England, and proceeded to stamp it
out. He it was who effected that gradual and
profound change in English affairs by which
the country was lost to the Faith.
That severance of England from Europe and
from Christendom was, I have said, the pivotal
matter of the Protestant advance. On it the
partial success of the religious revolution every-
where depended. Hence the necessity for begin-
ning by an understanding of the 'English tragedy,
failing which the .disruption of Europe and all
our modern chaos would never have appeared.
It was coincidentally with the beginning of
the turn over in England, with the second
half of the sixteenth century, that there began
that effort against shipwreck which, I have said,
is generally called " The Counter Reformation/'
Vigorous Popes undertook, unfortunately too
late, the reform of abuses; the Franciscans took
on a new missionary activity for the recovery
of districts lost to the Faith; a General Council,
(which the Popes before the Reformation had